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E.O. 11652: ADS DECLAS 2/20/75 

TAGS: ENRG, MT, LY 

SUB J : NO AGREEMENT ON MEDIAN LINE 

REF: A. VALLETTA 292 B. VALLETTA 185 

1. PM MINTOFF STATED IN PARLIAMENTARY REPLY TO QUESTION BY 
OPPOSITION MEMBER DR. H. FARRUGIA FEB. 19 THAT DESPITE CONTINUOUS 
NEGOTIATIONS FOR PAST TWO YEARS WITH LARG, AGREEMENT NOT YET 
REACHED ON MEDIAL LINE BETWEEN LIBYA AND MALTA FOR OIL EXPLORATION. 

2. FULL TEXT MINTOFF' S WRITTEN ANSWER AS FOLLOWS: "THE MALTESE 
GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN NEGOTIATING WITH THE LIBYAN GOVERNMENT FOR 
ABOUT TWO YEARS ON THE EXTENSION OF TERRITORIAL WATERS FOR OIL 
EXPLORATION PURPOSES. IT APPEARS THAT A DECISION WILL BE TAKEN 
SHORTLY. SINCE THERE IS STILL A WIDE DIVERGENCE OF OPINION BETWEEN 
THE TWO SIDES IT DOES NOT SEEM PROPER AND ADVANTAGEOUS TO MALTA 
TO PUBLSIH THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN US." 
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3. COMMENT: AS REPORTED REFTELS, ABSENCE OF AGREEMENT ON MEDIAL 
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LINE IS ONE OF TWO FACTORS DELAYING WORD OF CONCESSIONS 
FOR NEW MDINA BANK EXPLORATION AREA SOUTHWEST OF MALTA. 
OTHER FACTORS IS GOM DESIRE OBTAIN MOST ADVANTAGEOUS 
TERMS POSSIBLE FOR B IDDERS . GETZ 
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